
 

 
 
 For Immediate Release:                                                                                  Contact: Rodney Mallett  

Sept. 26, 2011                                                                                                     Telephone: 225-219-3964  

 

DEQ to monitor air during APEX/Center Point blending event 

 

BATON ROUGE – Starting tomorrow, Tuesday, Sept. 27, air monitoring teams from the Louisiana Department 

of Environmental Quality will patrol the area near the APEX Oil Company tank farm in Port Allen as the facility 

begins operations at one of its tanks.  

 

On July 18, an unauthorized release of ammonia occurred from a tank during an offloading event when an 

additive of to suppress hydrogen sulfide was introduced to the process. APEX, owned by Center Point Terminal 

Company and operated by Petroleum Fuel and Terminal Company, sells and transfers fuel, kerosene and asphalt, 

which are housed in tanks at the facility. 

  

On Tuesday morning, APEX plans to heat and conduct a routine mixing of light cycle oil in the tank involved in 

the July release. As a precautionary measure, APEX has installed a vapor scrubber on the tank that is expected to 

prevent any toxic air release from occurring. The scrubber acts like a filter to capture gasses they may be released 

during the blending process.  

 

DEQ air monitoring teams will monitor air near the facility and at various points in the surrounding 

neighborhood. The teams will monitor for any ammonia, hydrogen sulfide and volatile organic compounds that 

may be present. DEQ teams will be monitoring today and over a 24-hour period throughout the course of the 

event. In addition, DEQ will be collecting and reviewing data from Eagle to ensure for a comprehensive degree of 

accuracy in the overall sampling effort. Eagle Environmental Services, Inc., a local environmental contractor, will 

also take ambient air monitoring samples throughout the event.  

 

DEQ’s Mobile Air Monitoring Laboratory will be staged outside the facility’s perimeter to take continuous air 

readings. If any readings from the teams or MAML are found to be above normal background levels, the facility’s 

blending operations will be shut down immediately and the matter will be investigated.  

 

“Eagle has been monitoring this facility closely since the July incident at the insistence of the Louisiana 

Department of Environmental Quality and we are taking precautions to ensure that APEX’s blending operation 

occurs according to plan and without any adverse public health or environmental impact,” said Peter Ricca, 

DEQ’s Emergency Response Manager. “Air monitoring teams will be deployed throughout the area and will be 

collecting data to ensure that APEX’s operation is in compliance with their permitted guidelines.” 

  

DEQ has issued a compliance order to APEX with regard to the July 18 event, as the facility is not permitted to 

release ammonia or hydrogen sulfide. As a result, APEX has agreed to install controls to address any residual 

ammonia content that may be present in the tank. DEQ’s air monitoring effort will ensure that those measures are 

adequate and comply with state and federal regulations.  
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